Taylors And Designers Guild Win

House Of Lords Appeal
Designers Guild –v- Washington DC
Taylors Textile Law Unit have triumphed in a House of Lords Appeal central to design protection in the Home Furnishings industry.  In a landmark decision, the House of Lords unanimously reversed the decision of the Court of Appeal and held that Designers Guild’s Ixia design was infringed by Washington DC’s Marguerrite fabric.

This decision is the first occasion on which the House of Lords have considered a textile design, and sets a precedent which will see plagiarists running for cover.

Tony Catterall Head of IP Litigation at Taylors, said:

 “I am delighted that Designers Guild has now established once and for all that the test for infringement (once copying is admitted or proven) is a low hurdle.This decision vindicates Taylors’ long held view that one should look at the whole work to assess infringement, and not dissect the respective designs into component parts.  This is a major blow against the widespread practice of altered copying.”
Designers Guild, the market-leading international fabrics, wallcoverings and bedding business has a policy of pursuing infringers vigorously.  It sees this decision as both a vindication of its four year battle against Washington DC, and a service on behalf of all reputable, design-led companies in the industry.

Tricia Guild, Chairman and Creative Director of Designer’s Guild (left) said:

 “Naturally, we are delighted by the vindication of our hard work.  Few companies are able to put resources into this kind of fight in the way that we were able to. We feel we have struck a blow for creative people everywhere who cannot afford to take on those who profit by stealing designs.  We are very pleased with the tenacity, toughness and, after our setback in the Court of Appeal, courage shown by Taylors and in particular by Tony Catterall  I understand it is not the first time he has had a hand in cases that have settled important points of law.”
Taylors is unique among law firms in having a specific focus on the Home Furnishings industry, with over 200 textile and wallcovering clients. Taylors’ team was led by Tony Catterall who can be contacted on 0844 8000 263 or by email: tony.catterall@taylors.co.uk.
